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GENERAL PREFACE

The teaching of the prophets is generally distorted by the beliefs of the
world and the interpretations of the priests. If we wish to ascertain what
the founders of great religions taught, we have to get back to the original
sources.

Buddhism in all its forms goes back to the life and teaching of the Buddha.
‘While the austerities practised by him till he attained enlightenment appeal
to the Hinayana, the Pali, or the Southern school, his life of service and com-
passion for 45 years after the attainment of enlightenment is the authority for
the MahAyana, the Sanskrit or the Northern school.

The religious quest springs from the consciousness of the imperfection and
suffering of the world. The questions which worried Tolstoy in the fiftieth
year of his life disturb all thinking men. “What is life ? Why should I live ?
‘Why should I do anything ? Is there any meaning in life that can overcome
inevitable death ?* Nijinzky summed up the whole problem in his Diary
when he wrote : “The whole life of my wife and of all mankind is death.”
How can we be saved from the body of this:death ? This is the problem of
religion.

The Buddhba traces suffering to selfish desire. Suffering is the result of
tension between a living creature’s essential impulse to try to make itself into
the centre of the universe and its essential dependence on the rest of creation.
Craving is that which binds the individual to the creative process. The
individual with selfish desire becomes the slave of the universe. We can over-
come suffering only if we get rid of trspd or tanhda. To attempt to get rid of
suffering through the various devices of self-deception is not to cease to suffer
but to suffer in a different way.

The Buddha formulates the eight-fold path of morality which helps us to
climinate selfish desirc and overcome suffering. When the Upanisads declare,
““That thou art”, lat fvam asi, it is not a mere statement of fact. Ttis a call to
action. Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be. Whereas the
Hindu mind believes in a permanent element in the individual which can stand
firm and unshaken in the midst of change, the Buddhist stresses the dynamic
character of the self.  No change is possible with an unchanging conscious-
ness.  'We can achicve the possibilities in us by the cxertion of the will rather
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than by the play of the intellect. Religion is }:mt 2 ai:dér‘;l:} : :Et I;::l;‘;‘;‘;
Tt is no use railing against God or destiny when we a poalon
i . If few are chosen, it is because few chaase to he ¢ .
?I('.ht‘gugléglc;d sixess on the creative freedom of man. The Buddha d.xd noo;
encourage dependente on the supernatural. He could net ?onCClv:: o
a being capable of creating a world for the CXpTESS purpose ?f its creatur :
praising him. The ten veramanis or prohibitions or ahsm}ences calle
dafafile or dafefiksgpada which the novices in the path ?f Buddhism utter are
given in these words © “1 take upon myself the abstinence, (1) from des-
troying life, (2) from taking what is not given, (3) from leading an unchaste
life, (4} from speaking untruth, (5) from giving myself 1o intoxicating drugs,
{6) from eating at irregular hours, {7) from secing musical and dancing per-
'formances and other shows and Ppageants, (8) from wearing garlands, per-
funes, unguents and other bodily decorations, {9) from using high couches
and seats, (10) from accepting gifts of gold and silver.”  The first five are the
Buddhist paseafila.

Panatipita veramant sikkhapadam samadiyimi
Adinnidani veramani sikihipadam samadiyimi

Kimesu micchicars veramani sikkhapadari samadiyami
Musividd veramany sikkbinadagy samadiydmsi
Sun‘z-mcmyamajja-pamada};hina

seramagi sikkhipadam samidiyims

Conflicts in the world are confljets in the human soul enlacged. 1€ men were
at peace within themschves, the ogter conflicts between nations wauld inevi-
tobly cease, By practising the Buddha’s paficasila we
courage, fave and untelfishness  Th
of anxiety and vielence,

which s not at the me,

will develop Ppatience,
¢ Buddha teaches us thay even in an age

0 128 ipner harmony,
tey of ontward Qrcumstance.

usness grown
ot tell us that man is

BUred wong
Metisezeaka Sutta, the Dudg

supteme triumph of reaching

where samsarg and
ha himsely is reported t

niredng are one. In
the gonl of his quest a5

0 have described the
follows:
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“When this knowledge, this insight had arisen within me, my heart
was set free from intoxication of lusts, set free from the intoxication of
becomings, set free from the intoxication of ignorance. In me, thus
emancipated, there arose the certainty of that emancipation. And
I came to know: “Rebirth is at an end. The higher life has been ful-
filled. What had to be done has been accomplished. After this present
life there is no further for this or that. This last insight did I attain to in
the last watch of the night. Ignorance was beaten down, insight arose,
darkness was destroyed, the light came, inasmuch as I was there strenuous,
earnest, master of myself.” Thus ended the struggle of six long years.

The Buddha is said to be a physician. Even as the physician strives to
restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tries to restore us to our normal con-
dition. If our leaders become normal, we may be able to replace the present
jocial arder in which division, falsehood and violence prevail, by a new one

in which humanity, truth and brotherhood will reign.

On the occasion of the 2,500th anniversary of the Buddha’s parinirvana,
the Government of India decided to publish standard versions in Devanagari
script of the complete Pali and the Sanskrit texts of the two schools, Southern
and Northern, in the hope that some of the readers of these books may be im-
pelled to love the good, to practise altruism and hold their spirit aloof from the

desires and ambitions of the world.

S. Radhakrishnan



INTRODUCTION
L. The Pali Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusinard, the disciples had
issembled to pay their last homage to him. The Venerable Maha Kassapa,
he chicf of the congregation, was delivering words of consolation to the
Jereaved assembly, reminding them of the declaration of the Buddha:—*It
s the very nature of all things near and dear to us that we must divide
urselves from them.” Subhadra, a monk who had received ordination in
in advanced age, however, did not look gloomy. He took a perverted view
of the situation and spoke:—*Do not grieve, brothers, for now we are
Iefinitely released from the restraint of the Great Teacher and his too rigid
Tiscipline. While the Teacher lived, we were constantly rebuked for failing

0 observe the hard rules; but, now we are at liberty to do as we please;
herefore, do not gricve.” These words sounded a note of warning against
he future possible distortion of the Dhamma at the hands of faithless
Vembers of a similar category. The Venerable Mahd Kassapa felt an
drgent need for convening a Grand Council of the leading Elders of the
fangha to make a full collection of the teachings, and also to adopt
Beans for their right preservation and transmission to posterity. He
ddressed the Bhikkhus thus:—*Come, friends, let us chant together the
Dhamma and the Vinaya...” The Venerable Mahi Kassapa drew a list of
five hundred names of the topmost disciples to be appointed as members of
the Council, At first, the name of the Venerable Ananda was left out in view
9f the fact that he had not attained Arhathood ill then. But, as no one else
'n the Sangha had the privilege of listcning to the Teacher so very closely and
_r°'5“Chalong period of time, his participation was decmed necessary and
important, He was, consequently, asked togo to a suitable abode and dcvc](?p
W%ightv 50 as to become an Arhat and be able in time to join the Council.
ng Ajatasatty made necessary arrangements for the accommodation and
onvenience of the convention at Rajagaha, a favourite resort of tt}e Teacher
"Msell. A spacious beautiful pavilion was raised for the meeting at the
Nirance of the Sattapagmi cave, on the northern side of the Vebhara Hill.
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INTRODUCTION
1. The Pali Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusinari, the disciples had
assembled to pay their last homage to him. The Venerable Mah3 Kassapa,
the chief of the congregation, was delivering words of consolation to the
bereaved assembly, reminding them of the declaration of the Buddha:—*TIt
is the very nature of all things near and dear to us that we must divide
ourselves from them.” Subhadra, a monk who had received ordination in
an advanced age, however, did not look gloomy. He took a perverted view
of the situation and spoke:—“Do not grieve, brothers, for now we are
definitely released from the restraint of the Great Teacher and his too rigid
discipline. While the Teacher lived, we were constantly rebuked for failing
to observe the hard rules; but, now we are at liberty to do as we please;
therefore, do not grieve.” These words sounded a note of warning against
the future possible distortion of the Dhamma at the hands of faithless
members of a similar category. The Venerable Maha Kassapa felt an
urgent need for convening a Grand Council of the leading Elders of the
Sangha to make a full collection of the teachings, and also to adopt
means for their right preservation and transmission to posterity. He
addressed the Bhikkhus thus:—“Come, friends, let us chant together the

Dhamma and the Vinaya...” The Venerable Maha Kassapa drew a list of
five hundred names of the topmost disciples to be appointed as members of
the Council. At first, the name of the Venerable Ananda was left out in view
of the fact that be had not attained Arhathood till then. But, as no one else
in the Sangha had the privilege of listening to the Teacher so very closely and
for such a long period of time, his participation was decmed necessary and
important, He was, consequently, asked to go to a suitable abode and develop
insight, so as to become an Arhat and be able in time to join the Council.
King Ajatasattu made necessary arrangements for the accommodation and
convenience of the convention at Rijagaha, a favourite resort of the Teacher
himself. A spacious beautiful pavilion was raised for the meeting at the
\ entrance of the Sattapanni cave, on the northern side of the Vebhira Hill.
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Venerable Apanda made the best efferts to train himse! in developing
insight. Hekept wralking up and down for the whole night ahsorbed in deep
meditation; and, eatly in the moring, as he was going to stretch himself on
the bed, bis feet Yad left the ground and the head had not rcached the pillow,
at that moment, as i by a fash of Tight, darkness was dispetied and the sublime
Jight of sainthood dawned upon him.  And, through his miraculous super-
human power of an Arhat, he appeared all of 2 sudden on his appointed scat
in the hall, a5 3 emerging out of the ground; exactly as the proceedings were

going to ke started.

With the permission of the Sangha, Venerable Maha Kassapa asked
Upali guestions on Vinaya, relating to the different monastic transgressions;
(he. matter, the occasion, the individuals concerned, the principal rules
(pafifiatti), the amended rules (anupafibatti) and all other details about them.

Tn this, the Vinaya text was agreed upon and settled.  Then, again, with the

permission of the Sangha, he asked Ananda questions on the Dhamma; the

occasion of 3 sermon and the person. or persons wi
ns with reference to whom i
was preached.? vhem

i The commentary, Atthakathd, of a much later date, assumes that the
dhatma ‘Px.;aka was z‘xlso jncluded in the collection of the Dhamma,
and that the Tipitaka, as itis available to us, was finalised at this very stage 2

A century after the passing aw,

arose i‘n the Sangha Com‘.egrﬁng %hch:\:;,;ig%i“i?x; : ‘%,:at conuovcrsy
neccf.sxmcd the holding of the Second Councll at Vesali ;Ya rules. ‘This
leading Elders from distant parts of the country axsembled.to t:.;w hun.d r?d
and they hat_i drawn up a new edition of the Scriptute, resultin & partIn it;
up of the Pitakas, Nikdyas, Adgas and Dhammakmx’andhasag in the fixing

A century after, when King Asoka N
patronage 10 its propagation, the Eichly fm;;?;m;zi aﬁ:ﬁdhim and gave
of attraction even for the members of other sects, The :}cs ecame centre:
ccol?c, cr:dx:}:‘r bY‘P_;opcr ordination or stealthily, and wcg:; a%!:\lxid ﬂ;; ?'cno“
1:3.321 d{ic{: E‘r::l ic“gi :mt'l honour givcn tothem  They could noatS 1 cudldmh]l
Dot in ther min n:\lrt;ons bt:}fmd, and began to twist and :li;:(:v:v f}:
& fTcult to distinulsh th ys Th!f h.:d to a state of confusion, and it br
difficult to distinguis* ¢ true principles from the coloured o;u:s Tlhg eEcl:zm
- et

] c,‘um;a C(tif:vﬂggak (Ilhaplcr XL 2 Semangalamidnini, Nedanak

y pter XI. , Midinakath
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felt the necessity of safeguarding the purity of the Dhamma by affecting a total
purge of the alien clements in the philosophical life of the Sangha. This
task was entrusted to the Vencrable Moggaliputta Tissa, a saint, thinker and
writer. He compiled a book called the Kathavatthu, refuting all the
foreign theories, which was adopted as a book of the Tipitaka at the Third
Council held at Pataliputta under his presidentship. After the council, Asoka
despatched missionaries to the then civilised parts of the world for a wide
propagation of the Dhamma?.

Prince Mahinda and Princess Saiighamitta renounced the world and
Jjoined the Order to lead a mission to Sihaladipa (Ceylon). Since then, the
island became a stronghold of Buddhism, and, even up to this day, has main-
tained the tradition of Pili Tipitaka with all religious zeal®.

Up till then, the Tipitaka was traditionally handed down orally from
teachers to pupils. The complete Scripture was compiled in the form of books
for the first time in Ceylon in 29 B.C.,under the patronage of king Vattagamani
Abhaya, with all the detailed classifications that are now obtained in thePali
Tipitaka of the Theravida School. This was done at the Council convened
for the purpose, known as the Fourth Great Council®

The Fifth Council, according to orthodox tradition, was held at
Mandlay, Upper Burma, in 1871, under the patronage of king Mindon. In
this Council the entire Pali Tipitaka was revised,re-edited and finally engraved
on 729 marble slabs as follows* —

Vinaya : 111 slabs
Sutta : 410 slabs
Abhidhamma : 208 slabs

. Now, in this present age, the necessity of bringing out an upto-date
edition of the Tipitaka printed on modern machines was felt. This task was
faken up by the Burmese Chattha Sangayana, the Sixth Great Council, held
In Rangoon, which opened on the 17th May 1954 in the artificially built
Rock Cave, especially constructed for the purpose, at a little distance from the
city. Two thousand and five hundred of the most erudite Bhikkhus, from all
parts of the world, participated in chanting the Tipitaka together. A
modern Pprinting press was installed in 2 separate building and there the texts
lvere printed as soon as they rcceived the sanction of the Sarigiyana. The

1. Mahavamsa, chapter V. 2. Makdvariisa, op. cit. 3. Mahavamsa,
chapter X-XXIII. 4. sg 9 ¥ Y%eo a1, 184S, p. 35.
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Council kept functioning for two years, apd concluded on the fullmoon day,
May 1936, synchronising \with the 2500th Jayanti of the Buddha.

Tn Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia th? pfix-xcipal re.'ligion. of
the peopte is Theravada Buddhism, that adheres to Pali ’I:lplt_aka as’lts Scrip-
ture. There, they have been having editions of it in their own scripts. ??11
Text Socicty, London, has been ahle to complete the publication of 2 major

portion of it in Roman characters. But, as yet, it is not fully available in
any script of India.

Tt is with 2 view to removing (his want that the Government of India

and the State Government of Bihar have jointly sanctioned a scheme  of
cditing and publishing the entire Pali Tipitaka in Devanagari, which will be
complete in 4Qvolumes of about 400 pages each. This task has heen entrusted

| 10 the Devanigasl Tripitaba Publication Department, Nalapda. It aims at

prescnting a co-ordinated edition of the text based on the printed books in
Roman, Sinhalese, Burmese and Siamese scripts.

The following chart will show the distribution of books in the literaturc:~

TIPITAKA
VINAYA PITAEA SUTTA PITAKA ABHIDHAMMA PITAKA
1. Madhivagga 1. Dighanikiya 1. s gans
2. Ctxll.nv:\gga 2. Mﬁjjhimazikiya 2. }\)f}:l?;:z;angam
34. l;;.xsc:_ug; 3. Samyuttanikiva 3. Dhatukatha
5. " n}{- 4. Anguttaranikiya 4. Puggalapafifatti
. Parivima 5. Khuddalamkdya, 5. Kathivatthy
which containsthe 6. Yamaka
following fifteen 7. Patthina
books:— -
i. Khuddakapatha
ii. Dhammapada
iil. Udina
iv. Ttivuttaka
v. Suttanipata
vi. Vimanavatthu

vil. Petavatthu
viii. Theragatha
ix. Therdgatha
x. Jataka
xi. Niddesa
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xin.  Patisambhidimagga
xiii. Apadina

xiv. Buddhavarhsa &

xv.  Cariyapitaka

2. The Present Volume : its Place in the Tipitaka

The three Pitakas represent the three sections of the Canon. Their
subject matter and ways of treatment differ from one another. The five
books of the Vinaya Pitaka deal with the rules and regulations of monastic
Discipline; the five Nikiyas of the Sutta Pitaka are collections of the discourses
delivered by the Buddha at different places, on different occasions, and
addressed to  different congregations; and, the seven Pakaranas of the
Abhidhamma Pitaka are treatiscs on the technical psycho-ethical philosophy
presented in terms and style suited to it. 4

The first Nikdya of the Sutta Pitaka is the Digha Nikiya, a collection
(Nikaya) of long (Digha) sermons. There are as many as 34 long sermons
(Suttas) contained init, divided in three books, called the Silakhandhavagga,

' the Mahavagga and the Pathikavagga. .

The present volume is an edition of the Mahivagga,the Second book of the
Digha Nikiya. This name, some times, confuses a beginner with the first book
of the Vinaya Pitaka of the same name. The distinction may be specified by
calling the present volume asDighanikiye Mahavaggo and the other asVinayapitake
Malnivaggo. Out of the names of the ten Suttas contained in it, seven are
conjoined with the epithet Maha (great). This is why it has been given this
name. Here, the word “Mahd’ indicates partly that they are great in length
and partly that they are held in high esteem. As the third Sutta, the Maha-
barinibbana Sutta, gives a touching and inspiring record of the last days and
hours of the Jife of the Buddha, it has been very often singled out as an
independent book for study and recitation all over the Buddhist countries.

Several editions of it have been available both in the Theravida andin the
Mahayana traditions.

The ninth Sutta, the Mahi Satipatthana Sutta, which presents a full
course of self-culture, has also borne an outstanding identity of its own as a
Piece of Word of the Buddha for daily recitation and meditation. Out of
Teverence for this Sutta, devoted disciples have, at places, got it inscribed on
costly gold plates and the Ictters studded with grains of precious stoncs, and

“CPt enshrined in Stupas.
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3, The Present Volume : a Summary.

With this much of introduction to the present valuwme, the Mahivagga

of the Dighanikiya, let us have a summary of the ten Sultas contained in 1t,
giving an outling of their contents and way of treatment :—

(1) Mahidpadina Sutiz

The Buddha was staying in the Jetavana monastery at the Karerd
coftage. ‘There, at the request of the Bhikkhus, he delivered a Discom:sc to
them on the subject of remembering former lives. He gave to them a list of
the names of the previous Buddhas, with details of information about
them,as regards their family, place of birth, trec of Enlightenment, two
chicf disciples, and the cardinal events in the life of a Buddha.

Then, he narrated to them the wholelife of Vipassi, the Supreme
Englightened One, from hisbirth to the attainment of Mahiparinibbina,
revealing that the lives of all the Buddhas are identically alikein their cardinal
turning points, and it &5 only in their details that they differ, The common

nature of the life of the Buddhas is called Dhammata, Thus, when he enters
the womb of his mother: ~there 5

. ppears an infinite and splendid radiance
pervading the entire universe, his m

other i3 virtuous and pure, is possessed
of all grandeur of mundane achievement, s free from discase; on the seventh
day after his lfirth, his mother passes away and Is bomn in the Tusita heaven:
his mother brings forth standing, ot sitting or reclining as the other u.omcri
do; when he Issues from his moth

er’s womb, gods receive him first afterwards
men; he comes forth stainless, undefiled by ’

* . Y mucus or blood, as a jewel Iaid
downfon tmusling when he js boru, two showers of water appear fro;ln the sky
one o <.:old 'fmd the other of warm; just after hig birth, he stands on both I‘ccl,:
and, with his face 1o the north, takes seven strides

every side, he declares - ~“Chiefam I in the world’
foremost am T ip the w s

otld; this i .
taking a birth,” his is my Jast birth.

and, looking around on
eldest am 1 in the world,
There is now no more

stayed at home he wag sur;f;bi’;u;g;hif"y They predicted that if he

the world hie woul becarge 5 B vati sand,if he renounced
i} .

had three pataces built for the z;’oggz’ pSrI:tx:({. zme Enlightenied One. The king

winter and one for the , one far

the rains, one for the

Sumimey, One R 3 or

to have a stroll through 1y, Gty Onfiz‘\:&c Prince went out on 2 chariot
A Y,

Ieaning on a staff, totiering a5 e walkeq be aught sight of a deer cpit
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On different occasions, he came accross a sick man, and then a dead
body being carried for cremation. These sights opened the eyes of the
prince to the real nature of life, and he was very much brooding overit. One
day, on a similar outing, he met a mendicant on the way, head shaven and
clad in yellow, who told him that he had scen the evils of mundane existence
and that he was out in search of Peace and Liberation. Prince Vipassi left
the royal palace to lead the life of a monk in search of truth. After due
cfforts and meditation he got insight into the causal links of the cycle of birth
and death; dispelled darkness and attained to sainthood. He became a
Supreme Buddha. Then, the Mahd Brahmi appcarcd before him and
entreated upon him to take compassion on the grieved world, preach the
Dhamma to them and lead them to Nibbana.

Khanda and Tissa were the first two disciples of his. They were followed
by cighty-four thousand inhabitants of the city of Bandhumati. The Dhamma
of Lord Vipassi spread far and wide. For the guidance of his Satigha he laid
down the Patimokkha and full code of Discipline.

(2) Maha Nidina Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kammasadamma, a township in Ruru.
There, he gave discourse on Paticcasamuppida, the cycle of birth and death,
to Venerable Ananda : —

Old age and death are based on birth; birth is based upon the
continuity of life-process; life-process is based on grasping; grasping is
based on craving; craving is based on feeling; feeling is based on contact;
contact is based on psycho-physical existence; psycho-physical existence
is based on (rebirth-) consciousness.

Then, the Buddha went on to explain the same, link by link :—
had a being not taken his birth, he would not have experienced old
age and death; had a life-process not been continuing, there would have been
10 birth; had there been no grasping, there would not have been the conti-
nuity of life-process; had there been no craving, there would have been no
grasping; had there been no feeling, there would have been no craving; had
there been no psycho-physical existence, there would have been no contact;
had there been no (rebirth-) consciousness, there would have been no psycho-
physical existencce.

The Buddha further explained that the different theories about the
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wdstence of a permanent and unchanging soul arise due 10 the ignorance of
this Law of Paticcasamuppida.

{3) Mahi Parinibbina Sutta

The Buddha was dwelling in Rijagaha on the Gijjhn'kﬁm hitf, 'Thcn.
Vassakara, the prime-minister of Magadha, .approachcd hm} and said that
¥ing Ajitasatiu was going to attack the Vajjis and crush their power. The
Puddha pointed out to them that Magadha could do them no harm as long
25 they would have the following seven qualities : —collecting together freque-
ntly in public meeting of their clan; mutual concord; regard for the ancient
institutions of their clan; reverence for clders; protecting the prestige of the

fair sex; honouring their shrines; arranging for the safe and convenicnt stay
of the Arhants.

After Vassakiira had gone away, the Buddha got the monks assembled

in the Service Hall and delivered a discourse to them on the seven conditions

of the welfare of 2 community, corresponding fo the seven qualities of the
7ajjis. He further preached 1o them on upright conduct, earmest conter-
flation, and true wisdom.

From Rajagaha, the Buddha went to Ambalatthihi and way staying
there at R3jagarika. There, he taught the disciples how ignorance is at
the root of all evils and that it must be dispelled for the realisation of Liber-
ation, Then, he came over to Pavarika mange-grove at Nilandd, There
the Venerable Sariputta approached him and, after doin, ' y
said:~“Lord, such faith have I 3
has been, nor will there be, nor is th
who s greater and wiser than the
higher wisdom.”  He further ex
the ground that the perfection of the Dhammg
admit of any doubt,

g homage to him,

was such that it did not

From Naland3, the By,
of monks.  There,

AR L7

EYER |

ddha went to Paralips i i
*4184ma with a big assembl

'}te'prcac.}lled a sermon o ki disciples on the gnen'ts of Z\
L . . At t}tl)at time, Sunidha and

" . » Were building a fortress at
ajjs. They offered the Buddha and the Bhikkhu
uddha passeq by, the
: ) s they settled
The gate through which the Buddha wil cmerge

amongst themselyes ¢
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will be called the Gotama-door, and the ford at which he will cross the Ganges
will be called the Gotama ferry.” .

* * * * * *

On the other side of the Ganges, the Buddha was staying at Kotigaima
and Nadiki. There, he gave a discourse on the Four Noble Truths and
preached the Dhammaidasa sermon. He proceeded on and reached Vesali
and was staying in the Mango-grove of Ambapili, a courtesan of the city.
Ambapili was the first to approach him and offer him an invitation for a
meal. The nobles of Vesali felt humiliated that a harlot of the city outbeat
them in doing honour to the Buddha. They offered rich prices to her to let
them have the merit of giving the first meal to the Buddha; but, she would

not forego the unique prestige even for any offer.
* * * * * *

In the village Velua, the Buddha said: —“What, then, Ananda, does
the Qrder expect of me ? I have preached the Doctrine without making
any distinction between exoteric and esoteric; for, in respect of the Dhamma,
Ananda, the Tathdgata has no such thing as the closed fist of a teacher, who
keeps some things back ... O Ananda, be ye lamps unto yourselves. Be ye
refuge unto yourselves. Betake yourselves to no external refuge.”

L £ ¥ * *

_ At Capala shrine, the Buddha addressed the venerable Ananda and
said . ePou delightful a spot, Ananda, is Vesili, and how charming the
Udena shrine, and the Gotamaka shrine, and the Sirandada shrine, and the
Capala shrine; Ananda, whosoever has developed and thoroughly mastered the
our superhuman powers, Iddhis, he, should he desire it, could remain in the
Same birth for an acon or for the remaining part ofit.””  Ananda, as if through
the influence of the Miira, the Evil One, missed to entreat on him to take
fompassion on the world and live as long as that.

* x . ¥ *

. From Vesili, the Buddha went over to Bhandagima, to Hatthigima, to
« hoganagara, and then to Pivi. There, at Pavi, he was staying in the Mango

80ie of Cunda, a smith. Outof his devotion, Cunda prepared a nice meal,
{md"di"g stikaramaddava, and offered it to him. When he had caten that
ém.c al, there fell upon him a dire sickness, the discase of dysentery. He went
¢ e from the path to the foot of a certain trec, and said :— “T'old, Ananda,
; the robe in Tour, and spread it out for me. I am weary, Ananda, and must

P Testan hile 1 Ananda did it, and went to the river Kakuttha to fetch some

1
i
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sater. At that fime five hundred carts had crossed the shallow river and
ae water stirred up by the wheels had become fouled and turbid. But, assoon
s Ananda reached the edge of the stream, it began to flow clear and bright.
Ananda brought water in the bowl. The Buddha drank of it.

After taking rest for a while, the Buddha took his bath in the river, came
acceoss and laid himsell down in a mango-grove on the bank, He asked
Ananda to remember that, after he had passed away, he should approach
Cunda, the smith, and encourage him by saying that his was the last meal
that the Tathigata had partaken, after which he had attained the great
Parinibbana.

* * * * * ¥

Then, the Buddha came to the $3la Grove of the Mallas, the Upavattana
of Kusinard, on the further side of the river Hiranyavaii He said: —*Spread
over for me, O Anands, the bed with its head to the north, between the two
Sala trees 1 am weary, Ananda, and would lie down.” This being done
he laid himself down on his right side, with one leg resting on the other, ’

At that time the twin Sala trees were all one

out of season; and all over the body of the Buddha they drop

| ed th
out of reserence for him. And heavenly Mandarava flowers to}; and ;ﬁ:l:?’
sandal-wood powder came falling from the sky, ence | o

p out of reverence for him
heavenly musie was sounded in the sky, out of reverence for him A

mass of bloort with flowers

Atall these marks of reverence, the B

- Atall thesc X uddhza addressed A
said:=“Now itis not thus, Ananda, that the Buddha is rightl; ZZ::u:ndd
reverenced, or venerated  But, it is the devoted disciple, living the Jife e
fulfiiment 9[’ the Dhamma, who rightly honours, reverences [ ein the
Buddha with the worthiest e nerates the

homage. Theref
in the fulfi £ erefore, O Ananda,

be
s Iment of the greater and of the lesser Y constant
e,

duties, and be ye correct in

L] *

The Buddha said:—

L ] *

“There are these four 1
- - Y . . » aces’ A i
:!:5 o]t}codmfh;c:plcs will Visit with feelings of rcvegencckh::: fl;1 . ¥h1c}_1 e
L‘in borm H : ;:chhc attained Supreme and perfect insight; h: “higasa

g‘ of Rug lcousn'(s::. sct on foot by the Tathigata; | et e
attained the Greap Parinibhana.» gafns here dhe Tathégata

The Buddha got Annds
called to his

Anaruda, do not let yourself be tmublcdo }‘lliv:l;j ‘;

* *

and said =-"En(mgh
'3

ot, on former Occasions,
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told you that it is in the very nature of all things most near and dear unto us
that we must divide ourselves from them, sever ourselves from them ... For
a long time, Ananda, have you been very near to me by words of love, kind
and good, that never varies, and is beyond all measure. You have done well,
Ananda, be ecarnest in effort, and you too shall scon be free from the

Bondage.”
* * * * * *

The Venerable Ananda said :—"“Let not the Lord die in this litile
wattle and daub town, in the midst of the jungle, in this branch township.
For, lord, there are other great cities, such a Campd, Rajagaha, Savatthi,
Siketa, Kosambi and Vardnasi. Let the Lord die in one of them. There
are many nobles and Brahmanas and house-holders who are devoted to the
Tathagata, who will pay due honour to the remains of the Tathagata.”

The Buddha forbade Ananda to think like that; for, he said, it was at
this very place that long long ago there had flourished a big city, the capital
of a Cakkavatti king, Mahasudassana. And, he revealed that this king was
none else but he himself,

Then, Subhadda, a member of the other sect, approached Ananda and
expressed his eagerness to see the Buddha. The Buddha happened to over-
hear his words. He asked Ananda not to check him, but to let him come. He
preached the Dhamma to him. Thus, Subhadda was the last disciple conver-
ted and admitted in the Order himself by the Buddha, who became yet
another among the Arahants.

* * * * * *

The Buddha addressed the Venerable Ananda and said :—“When 1
am gone, Ananda, let the Dactrine and Discipline, which I have set forth
and laid down for you all, be the Teacher to you ... Let the Order, ifit shotxld
s0 wish, abolish the lesser and minor rules ... let the Order impose the High
Penalty on Bhikkhu Channat let Ghanna say whatev?r he'ma’)" like, but none
should either speak to him, or exhort him, or admonish him.

And, the last word of the Buddha was— «All things arc transitory.

Work out your salvation with diligence 1>

* *

At the moment of his passing out of existence, there arosc a mighty
carthquake, terrible and awe-inspiring; and the thunders of lxc:}ven burst
forth. Then, the Bhikkhus who were not yet free from the passions, somc

* *
- *
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stretched out their arms and WEps, and same fell headlong gnd'tlt;: f;round,
i i teor +—"Foo soon has the Lord died, too scon

lline to and fro In anguish, saying 3— ! 0
l’;xoas h%: passed away, t00 S00T: has the Light gooe aut 1o thf: world P* Bat,
those of them who had become Arahant bore their griel collected and

composed at the thought —“Tmpermanent are alt component things; how
35 it possible that they would not pass awary ™

Now, the Venerable Anuruddha and  the Venerable Ananda spent the
est of that night in refigious discourse.

The Mallas of Kusindrd took the perfumes and garlands, and all the
susical insiruments, and five hundred suits of apparel, and went to the
Upavattana, to the Sala Grove of the Mallas, where the body of the Buddha

lay. There they passed the day in paying honour, reverence, vespect and
homage to the remains of the Buddha with dancing and hymns, and music,

and with garlands and perfumes, and preparing decoration-wreaths to hang
thercon

They carried the body by the north to the north of the city; and entering
the city by the north gate they carried it though the midst of the city into the
midst thereof; and going out again by the eastern gate they carried it to their
shrine, called Makutabandhana Cetiya; and there, to the east of the city, they
1aid the body down, Then, they wrapped the body in a new cloth, then
they wrapped it in carded cotton wool, then again they wrapped it in a new
cloth and again in carded cotton wool ... and so on in five hundred Jayers.
And, then they placed the body in an o1l vessel of iron, and covered that with

another. And then they built a faneral pyre of all kinds of perfumes, and they
placed the body upon it,

And that ttme the Venerable Maha Kassapa was coming to Kusinira
from Pivd, A naked ascetic showed him the Mandarava flower that he had
picked up at.Kusinﬁr& and gave him the information of the great functions
that were being held there at the cremation of the body of the Buddha.

On that, of those of the Bhukkhus who were not yet free from the

a passions
some streiched out their arms and wept, and some fel headlong on the ground’
and.so::af: rcc!ed to and fro inanguish Now, at that time, a Rhikkhu nameé
Order in his old age, was seated in

sirs ! weep not, neither Ja :
we are well nd of the Great Samana  We used to be annoy! ’ ol
“This besecms you, this beseems you not *

5 ed by being told —
ut now we shall b
whatever we bibe; and what we do not like, 20 be able to do

that we shall not have tadop 1
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As the Venerable Maha Kassapa and his asscmbly came up to the
pyre and paid their homage to the Teacher, it caught fire itsel. When it
was all burnt up, there came down strcams of water from the sky and
extinguished the pyre. The Mallas of Kusinira also brought water scented
with all kinds of perfumes and extinguished the pyre.

Then, king Ajatasattu of Magadha, the Licchavis of Vesali, the Sakiyas
of Kapilavatthu, the Bulis of Allakappa, the Koliyas of Rimagama, the
Brﬁhmal)a of Vethadipa and the Mallas of Pavi,all of them put their claim to
a share in the sacred relics of the Tathagata. Then, a wise Brahmana, Dona,
divided the relics equally into eight parts, with fair division, and gave one to
cach of the claimants. The Brahmana got the vessel for himself in which the
relics were kept. The Mauriyas of Pipphalivana came late to claim for a
share, As nothing of it was left out, they took away only embers of the pyre.

(4) Maha Sudassana Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kusinard, in the Upavattana, the Sila
Grove of the Mallas, between the Twin Sala trees at the time of his death. The
Venerable Ananda said to him : —“Let not the Lord die in this little wattle-
and-daub town, in the midst of the jungle, in this branch township. For,
Lord, there are other great cities, such as,Campi, Rajagaha, $avatthi, Saketa,
Kosambi and Varanasi, Let the Lord die in one of them. There, there are
Many wealthy nobles and Brahmanas, who will pay due honour to the remains
of the Tathagata.”

The Buddha forbade Ananda to think like this; for, he said, it was at
thisverY place that long long ago there had flourished a very prosperous
Capital city of the Cakkavatti king, Mahasudassana. And, he furthf:r revealed
that this king was none else but he himself in one of his previous births.

The royal city Kusivati was surrounded by seven ramparts; and was
Surrounded by seven rows of palm trecs, of gold and precious stoncs.

When, on the Uposatha full moon day, the king had purified }.umsclf
and haq gone on the uppermost floor of his palace, therc appeared to him the
heavenly Gakka Ratana, with its nave, its tire, and all its thoufand s-pokc.s
omplete. Then, he rose from his seat, and reverently held a pitcher in his
tef hand, and with his right hand he sprinkled water on the Wheel. Then

¢ wondrous wheel rolled onwards towards the region of the East.‘ Then,
¢ rival kings in the rigion of the East came to him and said :— “'Come,
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O Mighty king ! Welcome, O Great King ! Allis thine, O Great king !
Do thou, O Great Ling, be n Teacher to us 1

King Maha Sudassana spoke 1 — “Ye shall slay no living .thing, Ye
shall not take that which has not been given. Ye shall not commit .adult?ry.
Ve shall speak no ke Ye shall take no intoxicants.” T%\Cn, all the rival kings
in that region became loyal subjects unto the Great king.

Then, the wondrous Wheel plunged down into the great waters in the
East and rosc up out again and rolled onward to the region of the south ... of

the west .. of the North ... all the rival kings in that region became loyal
subjects unto the Great king.

The wondrous Wheel went forth conquering over the whole earth to
its very ocean boundary, and it returned back again to the royal city of
Kusavati and remained fixed on the open terrace as a glorious adornment to
his inner appartments.

Further, there appeared to the Great king the Hatthi Ratana, Elephant
Treasure, all white, wonderful in power ... the Assa Ratara, Horse Treasure,
21l white, with a crowblack head, and a dark mane, wonderful in power,flying™
through the sky ... the Mani Ralang, the Gem Treasure, bright, with ej e
facets, excellently wrought, clear, transparent, perfect in every ’way %]“:
ithi Ratara, Woman Treasure, graceful in figure, charming in mann-c: and
of the most fine complexion, surpassing human beauty ... the Gahapari Ra[an
wonderful Treasurer, possessed of a marvellous power of vision by Which,gr’
could discover treasure far and near ... Paringyata Ratana, the W()nderrcl

Adviser, leasned, clever, and wise; and capable of leading th:: king to uudelll-

take what he ought to undertake. These were the seven Ra
t
appeared to the Cakkavatti king, Mahi Sudassana. anas that had

Salkka, the king of the gods, ordered the Heavenly Builder, Vissakamma
? ]

to create a mansion for the Great King, a league in length
! s on the east
the west, and half a league in breadth on the north and on the south and on

The Buddha addressed Ananda and said :—=9S
b :—=“See, An
these things arc now past, are ended, have vanished away. 'I'husaixr]nd:(;r:;‘;ciltl

anda, are com: ings; i
A}:,i ; :hus c tmfom:nt things; thus transitory, Ananda, are componen
things; untrustworthy, Ananda, are component things.”

(5) Janavasabha Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Naidika At that &
. K dika time he was
declarations as to the rebirths of such followers of the Doctrine :;0}1:;:101::;1:
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vay round about-—amon'g the Kasis and Kosalans, the Vijjis and Pajiclas,
1e Macchas and Saurasenas, saying :— “Such a one has been reborn
iere, and such an one there.”

‘ They requested the Buddha to make a similar declaration about the
Dirths of the followers of the Doctrine in Magadha. Then, in the evening,
¢ Buddha, arising from his meditation, went out and sat down on a mat
read in the shade behind the building. There, he narrated to Ananda how
+ invisible spirit, Janavasabha, had made himself heard saying:—*T am
Ravasabha, O Lord,” who was none else but king Bimbisira. He had
:.eizd)’ become a Sotipanna, and was going to attain to the stage of Sakada-
2L The spirit communicated to the Buddha how Brahma Sanafkumira
id made his appearancc amongst the Tavatimsa gods; and, rising up into
€ air he sat down crosslegged in the sky, and preached them the glory
\th‘-’ Tathigata and his Doctrine. He submitted an account of the Iacs of
28adhan disciples who, after their death,were born in the higher realms
' had attained to the stages of sainthaod.

The Venerable Ananda heard all these from the Buddha, and
Mmunicated the same to the disciples, male and female, monks and lay.

(6) Mahi Govinda Sutta

. The Buddha was staying at Rajagaha on the Gijjhakiita Hill. Th?"’
Might, the fairy musician Paficasikha Gandlabbaputta appeared before him
" offered him his salutation and, taking permission from him, narrated
e follt)Wing experience of his at the assembly of the Tavatimsa gods—

A vast celestial company was seated round about, and at the four quar-
™ of the firmament sat the four Mahardja gods — Dhatarattha, lord of the
ast; Virdlhaka, lord of the South; Virlipakkha, lord of the V\Icst;. imd
“Savana, lord of the North. The gods, who were born in the Tavatirisa
“WVen as a result of the merits they had carned by leading the holy life

der the Tathfigata, outshone others in radiance, beauty and gl{)ry. 'Ijhcrc,
xkl.x'a, the King of th(; gods, addressed a discourse to them on the eight cmlr};’nt

11€s of the Tathdgata tl:c unique excellence of his. Some of_ the god.s sl::jx i

9W nice it would hav,c been if more Tathigatas were born in the wor ;
¥ tolg them that it was impossible for more than onc Buddha to arsc

'€ same period.
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Then, from ont of the North came forth a splendid light, fmd a radiar}cc
aone around.  Then, Sakka addressed the gods 1~ “According 'to the sxgrj
Jow seen, the bght that ariseth, the radiance that appeareth—will Brahma
+ow bemade manifest.” Therefore, they ali sat in silence +ith folded hands
and crosstegged awaiting the appearance of Bmhm'ﬁ. Soon aftf:r, Brthm&
a?proached the aswembly, and, while invisible, recited stapzas in praise of
¢he Tathigata. Then, the Brahmd appeared before them seated in the sky
and narrated ta them the story of Mahigovinda, the wise Brahmana 1 —

Once apon a time, there was a hing named Disampati. His minister was
2 Bizhmana named Govinda. The king had a son named Renu; and the

minister had a son named Jotipala These two were intimate friends of other
six young princes

After the minister Govinda had died, his son Jotipala was appointed
on his post; and, after the death of Disampati, the prince Renu was anointed
o the throne  Renu got the kingdom dwided equally amongst his friends.

Later on, Jotipala took leave from his administrative duties and devoted
hitnself to the practice of Brahmavihira  He renounced home and adopted
the li_fe ofamonk He became a great saint.  He had a very big assembly
of disciples. After their death, according to their respective achieve
ments, they were born in different planes of heavenly existence. Even the

whe accomplished the lowest real i
who Sccomplihe m of all attained the realm of th

This story beng told, the Buddha revealed that he remembered all

those incidents; for, it w: :
as he b = L
that time. T imself who was the Brihamana Minister at

{7) Mabi Samaya Sntta

The Buddh

Mahivana, ;iih : ;:td::::ﬁ;g;o;vi ;}“3 iikiyas, at Kapilavaith, in the

ds § undred monks, a)l A 3
gl o 7 R vt st gt by 5

ethood  Four _

approached the place and cach recited ags(tf;:éegii hSiUddhiv?SH heaven

- 1.,

The Buddha addressed ¢h
e monks and

i;{ad as;embled fhvm: on that occasion. a‘-}hi?v:;?:“:—tf; ;;}z?es of gads fvho
wmbliera, kiog Dhatarattha, Gandhabbas, Virgihy asi{vesfmc;m’
> ,  Kumbandas,
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pakkha, Na -
e g Tt i Ml
tasena etc etc etc. ’ nughandu, ~Nighandu, Panada, Matah':

(8) Sakkapaiiha Sutta

The B . .
hmana vl;ﬁl:;:a x::::lesc;aﬁxrfbm I\ifiagadha, to the east of Rajagaha, at a
s asapda. There, he resided -
1 2 es
ntain to the north of the village, in Inda Sila cawel e on the Vedya

Then A :
nded b;SIa’la*lrzlis f—_hkiklﬂg of the gods, surrounded by Tavatimsa gods, and
ntain, §llin 1‘;51 a Ga.ndhabbaputta, appeared there on the Vediya
yreand sang al round.w1th a brilliant radiance. Then, Paficasikha took
Arhants 2 (igla song on it concerning the Awakened One and the Dhamma,
he other o do"e; and, the Buddha was pleased to hear it. Sakka and all
ing ob gods c.ntcrcd the cave and paid their homage to the Buddha.

g obtained his permission, Sakka put his question :—

‘(B .

) muzh“;halt) fc;tcrs, Sir, are men and gods bound in that they, wishing
] o be free from these, do mevertheless live i i 3
ing, hostil g oation 2 nevertheless live in enmity, hating,

B ‘
th:ddhf‘ '-.‘ By the fetters of envy and selfishne
ity }};’ WIShmg very much to be free from these,
> hating, injuring, hostile and malign.”
Sir, what is the source thereof,
them ? How do they come to

ss are they bound in
do nevertheless live in

S ) }
o akka—“But envy and selfishness,
?“u.se thereof ? What gives birth to

car to us, Ruler of gods, this

B e
uddha —*“Things as dear and not d
this is what gives birth to them,

& 50
s hur“ and cause of envy and selfishness,
S ow they come to be .”
, w;kka :—“But, what, Sir, is the caus€ of things bein
at gives birth to these feelings, how do they come to be ”

g dear and not

the cause of things being dear of

B s
uddha —*Desire, Ruler of gods; is
and not dear to us.”

de .
ar.  If desire be present, things becorte dear

Sakk
kka“But desire, Sir, — whatis the sour

ce and cause of that ?”

B . .
uddhaw“Flights of thoughts, Ruler of gods, — this 1S the soureg, this

[
Cause of desire.”
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SaldawBut what, Sir, s the sourct and cause of the flights ©
oughts ?”

Buddha—“The source, Ruler of gods, and the cause of our flights of
acughts is falling in the worldly complications.

The doubts of Sakka were removed; and he gained an insight into the
Tﬂlt:“- {8} Mahd \Saﬁpnﬂhina Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kmfnrnzt.'szxdhamsz.3 a city in the Kury
country. He addressed thus to the Bhikkhus — Th'xs is the onl‘y Tath for
the purification of the beings, for rising above all misery and grich, iior the
fiberation from all bandage, for the realisation of insight, 1o the attainment
of Nibbina; namely, the four Ways of Mindfulness.

The Bhilkhw goes into the favest, of to the roots of o tree, or to an empty

chamber, and sits down crosslegged, holding the body erect, alert In mind,
awase of the physical states.

He practises Anapinasati, being aware of is respiration, Mindlul ke
intrales, mindful he exhales. While inkaling 2 long breath, he is aware that
ke js inhaling a lang breath, while inhaling a short breath, heis aware that he
is inhaling a short breath; while exhaling a long breath, he Is aware that he

{s extafing o long breath, while exhaling a short breath, be is aware that he
is cxhaling a short breath.

While he is walking, standing, sitting or lying down, he is aware of it.

He reflects upon this very body, from the soles of his feet below upward
to the crown of his head, as full of impurities :— Hercis in this body hair
stand down, natls, teeth, skin, flesh, sinews, bones, martow, kidney, heatt,
membranes, spleen, hungs, stomach, bowels, intestines, excrement, bile,

phlcgm_, pus, blood, sweat, fat, tears, seram, safiva, mucus, synovic fluid,
and urine,

He r_cﬂeclts upon this very body with respect to its fundamentals 1~
there are in this body the four primary elements of earth, water, heat and air

He reflects upon the dead hodies thrown in the cemetery, in the
different stages of decomsposing, and applies that perception to this very bod-

of his own— ‘h‘S‘MY: too, is even so constituted, is of even such 2 natyre
cannot escape this state.
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When the Bhikkhu is affected by feelings pleasurable, painful or neutral,
is aware of it,

When there arises a thought in him, of love, or hate, or dullpess ... he
ware of it.

He ig constantly aware of the nature of the Four obstacles {Nivarana),
five aggregates (Khandha), the Spheres of sense (Ayatana ), the Four
le truths (Ariyasaccani).

The Buddha said, : —“O Bhikkhus, who so shall thus practise these Four
s of Mindfulness for seven years is destined to be an Arhat, or zzﬂeast a
addgami. Or, not to speak of seven years, whoso shall thus practise these
r ways of Mindfulness for six years, for five only, forfour only ... forone
"only ... for one month only... for seven days is destined to be an
ant, or atleast a Sakadagami.

(10) Payasi Sutia

The Venerable Kumira Kassapa was going on tour with a ) great
Pany of Bhikkhus in Kosala coyntry, and was staying at §etavy5, in the
Sapa Grove. At that time, the Chiefiain Payasi was rcsidfng at t‘he same
» Who had fallen a victim to an crroneous view —*“There is no dife here-
» BOY there s a result of deeds, good or bad.”

Payas approached Kuméra Kassapa and asserted that there is n(;
tercafier. He said that he had requested many friends and re)aUVl;:s o
Who were about to die, to send words to him after they had been born

¢ wheye ¢lse, but none of them had ever complied with it.

With the help of similes, Kumar Kassapa exp]amm;la th;lt, ll)il" tﬂ}x;:cyc ;::
*evildoers and born in purgatory,they are not al]owc:d y'f t}l:c  Breper
me back to the world and tell you about themselves; o, :1 c);mc Lo
Yandnoble and born in heaven, they themselves would loath to

tealm of human beings.

no jife here-
Payist placed another argument to prove that there ?an ; b:lich ina
* by saying that if the monks and Brahmapas did m:ﬁnly committed
°r state of existenee hereafter, they would have certainly
"¢ t0 expedite achicvement of the same.

P 5 attempt to
Venerable Kumara Kassapa gave the simile of I(?::kmi:;:“" ¢ “.o}:m,,,
“out the child atonce by cutting open the stomach of the P

b
‘.
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explained that the vesult of the deeds of aman cannot he realised by
nmitting suicide
Payasi gave an account of practical cx_penmcnt th:i\t he had ma(:)c ;o
4 out if there was any thing 2 life or soul in a man swhich leaves the body
ter he is dead. He got a man perfectly scaled ina jar, and when he knew
1at he was dead inside, he made 2 thin hole on i, and wat.cbcd carcfully,
a vain, to see if any thing did actually emerge out through it.

The Venerahle Kumara Kassapa explained that the individuality of
2 nan consists in the process of thought, which could not be conceived in

terms of physical Fimitations. In a dream one gocs out to distant places
without acsually cmerging out of the body.

The last agrument of Payasi was thathehad been holding and advocating

(his view since long and that he was so much attached to it that he found it
difficult for him to shun it at that stage.

The venerable Kassapa narrated the parable of fricnds gone out to
earn money. They saw @ heap of hemp thrown away. Then one said to
the other :—*Here is 2 heap of hemp : do you make some into a bundle, T'll
da the same and we'll carry it away.” The other consented, and they did so.

Bearing this burden they went on to another village street. There
they saw 2 heap of hempen cloths  And the one said to the other :— *“This
heap of hempen cloths is Just the thing we want hemp for.  Well then, friend
do you throw away your load of hemp, I'll also throw away my load, and We'l’]
also each take aload of hempen cloth,” Then, other friend replied: —“I have
brought this load of hemp a long way, friend, and it is well tied up — that is

enough for me: you choose for yourself ™ So the fermer changed his load for
one of hempen cloth.

Then they came to another village strect, There they saw a heap of
flexs and to another where they saw linen cloth.

'Venem'ble 1'§assapa said:—“Even like the simtle of the load of hemp,
methinks, prince, is what yousay, Renounce, Prince, this evil st of Opinions'
renounce them.  Let them not belong a source of bale and sorrow to you.” s

o Prince Payasi was ultimately convinced of his error, and he accepted the
discipleship of Venerable Kumira Kassapa,
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4. The Present Volume : Its importance

A glance at the list of these ten Suttas at once reveals that the importance
1¢ present volume is principally different from that of the previous one.

A major portion of the book is dedicated to the description of and to the
s connected with gods, spirits and legendary accounts. And, these,
hey do to a certain extent, of course, present materials valuable for
srical and cultural studies.

The first Sutta, the Mahapadana Sutta, gives detailed accounts of the
» of the six Buddhas previous to the historical one, Siddhattha Gotama.
s Davids has rightly remarked — “So exactly do these legends follow
Pattern that it has been possible, without the omission of any detail, to
:nge them in paralle! columns.” These descriptions, atleast, ‘serve the
it purpose of bringing into relief the basic principle of Buddhism that the
Zﬁon'mg of the Law is without a beginning in the temporal series. This may
be attributed to the general Indian tendency of trying to glorify a thing
Proving it to be ancient in origin.

The fourth Sutta, the Mahasudassana Sutta, is important not only as a

e of Buddhist mythology, but even as one that has, perhaps, a more
e reference made

ient origin. The Sutta is obviously an expansion of th

ut it in the previous one, the Mahaparinibbana Sutta. The same legend
1s as the Mahasudassana Jataka, No, 95 in Fausboll’s edition, though
ering in several important particulars. This has led scholars to Prcsurfzc
tboth of them might have been derived from a common older version of it.
¢long description of the riches and glory of Maha Sudassana resembles to
ts“n'myth to a considerable degree, on the basis of which Rhys Davids

es—

*“Tt must at once be admitted that whether the whole story js based ona
-story, or whether certain parts or details of it are dcrivc_:d 'f'rom things
t spoken about the sun, or not, it is still essentially Buddhistic. A largc.:
tion of its contents has nothing at all to do with the worship of the sun:
Teven that which has, had not, in the mind of the author, x\'rhtsn the b;:)ok
S put together. Whether indebted to a sun-myth or not, it is therefore

*feetly true and valid evidence of the religious belief of the people among
at the Buddhists were unconscious

*®M it was current; and no more shows th

3 , b ible
1-\\-om}ﬁppcm than the story of Samson, under any theory of its possib
80, would prove the same of the Jews.”
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Tt is interesting to note that this view deserves collaboration W'i'th the

{hat cien mow sun-worship forms a most integral clement in the
sious life of the present Magadha-Gaya and Patna-the origi-nal ccntx:al
ne of Buddhism, inspite of the fact that the people havelost their Buddhist
ssciousncss  The distinctive nature  of this element is marked all the
e when we sce that sun-worshipping is almost unknown as soon as one
yses the boundary of this provinee.

Though the details given in this Sutta are legendary, they do enable
ae 10 judge as to what was then thought to be the greatest possible uxury
ad glory of the mighticst and most righteous king.

The fifth, the sixth, the seventh and the cighth Suttas—Mahd Govinda,
Mahd Samaya, Sallapafiha and Janaiasabha —represent a most important
source for studies in the Buddhist conception of Indra, Brahmi and the diff-

erent Buddhistised communities of gods, fairies and ethereal beings of varied
character and radiance,

The Mahi Parinibbiina Sutia opens with a reference to the political
tussle that was going on between Magadha and Vesali, ideologically opposed
to onc another. Tt gives a graphie description of the occasion that led to the
construction of the city of Pitaliputta on the bank of the Ganges. This long

Sutta is a store of valuable material for studies in the history and culture of
the period.
The Sccond Sutta, the Mahi Nidéina, explains the Law of Paticcasam-

uppdda, the very pivet on which rests the entire system of Buddhist
philosophy.

The importance of the Mahisatipatthdna Sutta, last but not the least
cannot be overestimated as a sermon on practical training in the scvcn&;
factor of the Noble Path, namely — samma sati, For generations, this Sutta

has been asource of inspiration and guidance to the many who have cared to
listen to the teachings of the Buddha and have set their heart to the actual
fulfilment of the Path — men and women, monks and laity.

5. The Present Edition
This presents a co-ordinated editionin Devanagari of the third volume

of the Dighanikiya, the Pithikavagea, based on the following versions of
the text :—Burmes' -Chatthasaiigiyana publication, 1956; Sinhalese - edited
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LV iri Na ,
Z\)Ium\ii(.: zm Nanavasa Thera, 1929; Siamese - Mahamakuta Govern-
ation, 1926; Roman - cdited by J. E. Carpenter, P. T. S. 1011

‘or pr i

) baI;i :E):;‘:li I:):;It\]losnsh:\:; h;:e lz)v:lop]t:)cd th}c1 Chatthasangiyana edition
L ! . t has een brought out by the efforts a
doxczlfll ;1;;3;3:?:1?3 Sanigha constituting of the zcalous holders of trll:i
s o n s, rz ;1 on. Very often, we have agreed in sclecting the
o ding a et I;gl Ofll-agangemcnt ; but, we have broker new grounds
s o systert £ headings and sub-headings, and adopting a method

, thereby making the text more useful for the modern reader.

(a) Headings

T .
0;; ts};isi)tfa;hloned .b?OkS, no headings have been givenin the begin-
o the mOd- nstead, itis z}t the end that we have words like ... nifthitari.
e of the SE::; reader, this Presex}ts a difficulty in forming a complete
de headings nuasban organic unity. VVF have, therefore, ventured to
fthe order ar;d mbered and arranged, with the purpose of bringing to
lings have b sequence in the. parts of the Sutta. As far as possible, the
the Chidf o ljf:n t.:onstrl.xcted w1th words picked up from the body of the
ain. Our jective being to indicate at the outset what does the section
ther 4 readers should note that they have been supplied by us and

y do not belong to the original text.

nﬁ;gi‘é‘mpfﬂhhcading% have been printed in 16pt. Mono Black and
been print’ :i’\'ft the article sign. Notable heads contained in it have
‘headings h: ”LIGPt- 'M ono Black, but have not been numbercd. The
¢ been prin:cd een serially numbered either i.n figures or in latt.cvrs, and
ave been nueb in l4pt. Mono .Black. Hcadings, still subordinate to
pages, it mbered and Prmtcd in 12pt. Mono Black. In the folio of
,it is only the principal headings that have been mentioned, not

subordinate oncs. )

.

(b)Y Selection of readings
of the variants available, philolo-
ation; but, at the

chief consider:
the historical usage-

in u-e, W¢
Insuch

al }:::scx](;f ting a reading for our text out
1¢ time “:'::011, ne do“bta.hﬂs been the
en diﬂércnt rave not lost sight of thc. jmportance of
‘¢ put one in Srmg are both gr:.lmmatxcn‘ly correct and current
¢s, selecti 1c text and mentioned the othersin the foot-notes.
on of one form does not mean the rejection of others.
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{¢) Puncluation marks

Originally, no punctuation marks were used in Pali, except, perhaps,
one for full-stop The Siamese edition has followed the same tradition. But, as
the syntax of Pali is, at times, so very difficult and complicated, the use of the
modern marks of punctuation is decidedly advantageous in making out the
meaning cxplicit and in bringing cut clearly the interconnections between the
different constituent clauses and phrases, which, in their absence, would have
remained obscure, if not misleading. 'We have, therefore, used all the modern
marks freely, not in a mechanically rigid manner; but, only with a view to
facilitating the correct understanding of the sentences. And in this, we have
tried to be systematic and consistent.

The following marks have been used — full-stop of Devanigari(y),
comma (,); colon (:); semicolon (3); note of interrogation(?); note of inter-

jection (1); hyphen (-); dash {—); double inverted commas (***); and single
inverted commas (‘).

In the first volume of this series, the Mahavagga, we used inverted
commas to denote arcported speech only where it was preceded by a repor-
ting verb But , now, we have decided to use them even where the reporting
verb has not been mentioned. The quotation of a principal reported specch
has been indicated by the use of double inverted commas, whether preceded
E:y 2 reporting verb or not; the quotation of a subordinate speech, contained
i it, has been indicated by the use of single inverted commas, an:i, the quo-

tation of speech or speeches contai i
. ined even in that h indi
by inverted commas hut her o pacated ot

simply by the use of a dash after its re orting verb
Fresh (?ar.agraphs occuring in the principal reported speed}: hav%: been
opened with doubleinverted commas; and, those accuring in the subordinate
speech have been apened with single inverted commas.

{d)  Abbreviations

In the foot-note, the abbreviati ith
e st foot Sini., reviation ¥ stands for the Roman edition,

alese edition, wrto for - .
for the Burmese edition ’ the Siamese edition and w°

In the margin, the abbreviation ‘R’ stands for the Roman, and *B’ for
lhc.BurmeSC edmr.ms. They indicate that the Ppage number u,t by its side
btzgms l.'r?m that line. Reference to the page numbers of the Rpomaz edition
will facilitate the use of the P, T. §. poni English Dictionary, as well as other
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lern publicat’ons in or on Pali, in which references are made to the books
he Roman edition.

(¢) Corner-references

On odd pages of the book, the corner numbers refer to the Sutta, the
icipal heading and the paragraph occuring at the end of the page; and on
n pages they refer to those occuring at the beginning of the page.

(f) Spelling

About the mode of our spelling, it is necessary to note that we have
erally treated the indeclinable particles sa, pi and # as independent words,
he initial vowels of eva, api and i# are very often dropped in Pali.

The Parasavarna combination has essentially been made when occuring
he same word, as—Sasigha, Kufici, Pafica etc. At other places, this com-
ation has been generally avoided as - evams pi, kamman: ti etc, But, to
w that the other forms are also grammatically valid, we have, on occasions,
d this form also—epampi, kammanti etc.

Some western editors have accepted the same method of spelling; but,
cases where ‘7’ is preceded by %’ or ‘pi” by ‘o’ they have applied the
1skrit rule of sandhi — akal savarne dirghak; and have spelt the ind'eclmab.le
rticles together with the preceding words; as, desesiti and lassapi. But, in
*h case, also, we have spelt them separately as - desesi ti and tass@ pi.
1 lengthening of the preceding vowels before /i and pi may well be ex-
tined by the rule—Byafijane digharassi (Moggalana 1.33), which allows
1gthening of a short vowel, if it precedes a consonant; as in—muni--care=
"mec; Khanti-+-paraman—FKhanii paraman, Gotama-+t =Gotama &, Hoti+
=toli 1,

s = . » . *

The printing of the first two volumes of the serics—Mahavagg ;
ullavagga — is almost complete, and we are taking steps to get their copics
leased for general distribution.

a and

ext taken up the remaining
Pardjika and Parivira, th.c
But, we found it
three volumes

As a matter of course, we should have n
wee volumes of Vinaya Pitaka — Paicittiya,
nal press-copies  of which has been rcady since long.
lore suitable to give precedence to the printing of the
T the Digha Nikiya.
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Due to unavailability of paper, actual printing was started as late
w the end of February *58. And it is only in a period of about two
nths that the printing of these volumes has been completed.

"Fhe batch of our stafl posted at the press for reading proofs ~— consisting
an editor, Shri L. N, Tiwari, M. A., and two assistant editors, Shri Birbal
arma, M. A. and Shri Shyamdeo Dubedi, M. A. — had to work very

ard day and night, to bring out these three volumes in such a short
me.

Dr. A. K. Narain, M. A.Ph. D., of the Banaras Hindu University
1as prepared the final press-copy of this Introduction and has also seen it
through the press. My best thanks are due to him for the same.

) We thank the proprietor and the staff of the Vidya Mandir Press
(‘Pr.wate) Lu.l., Vafanas'x, for their promptness and willing co-operation
which made it possible to print these volumes in time.

Bhikkhu J. Kashyap.

——
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THE PALYI ALPHABET IN
DEVANAGARI AND ROMAN CHARACTERS

VOWLLS

T ar i xi £i Iu E Te

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL “A”

% ka g kha e T gha ¥ fa
T @ a cha « ja w, % jha =1 fia
z 5 tha T da 3 dha 9 na
T '1a 7 tha g da ¥ dha T na
5 po % pha g ba # bha % ma
<2 g la ¥ va T sa
Tya g ha & I g am

st o



VOWELS IN COMBINATION
ska ki ki fHtK zhke Fkii HFhke ko
mkha =wkha fakhi @ khi gkhu gkhi & khe i kho

CONJUNCT-CONSONANTS

71 kka 5% fica 7 dva & mba
7@ kkha =7 ficha = dhya ¥ mbha
% kya =1 fija w7 dhva T mma
5 kel =7, 7% fijha = nta 7T mya
7 kia €7, % tia @ ntva 2 mha
7 kva =,z ttha =7 ntha o yya
& khya % T dda = nda 7 vha
 khva % %% ddha 7= ndra @ lla
 gea = pta  ndha & lya

T geha % ntha - 1 pna @ tha

o gya = nda = nya = vha

7 gra °f nna 7 pha  sta

¥ fika % nha o7 ppa ™ stra
& fikha ¥ tta o ppha & sna
T Nga @ ttha a1 pya & sya

¥ ngha T tva =1 pla T 5en

T cca @ tya = bba & sma
=3 ccha % wa & hbha = sva

T jja T, Rdda =1 bya & hma
v, 9% jjha =z ddha % bra T hva
=T fifia 8 dya & mpa %F ha
=z fiha ¥ dra % mpha ’
r==a; =i T=y = 1u; =03 T=g¢; Y=g

A T S
1 2 3 4 5 6

-
-
o
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